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CME/52/CR

PROVISIONAL AGENDA

1) Adoption of the agenda.

2) Communication of the Chair (The State of Kuwait)

3) Report of the UN Tourism Secretary-General
- Global Vision and Regional Approach

4) Report of the Executive Director
a) Implementation of the Programme of Work in the Middle East (2025/2026)
i. Overview on the UN Tourism initiatives for Innovation, Education and Investment
b) Report of the UN Tourism Director of the Regional Office for the Middle East
5) Brief on the UN Tourism Affiliate Members activities in the Middle East in (2025/2026)

6) Member States interventions

7) Venue and date of the 53 meeting of the UN Tourism Regional Commission for the Middle East
in 2027.

8) Other matters
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RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE REGIONAL COMMISSION

RCME/52/CR/A (LII)

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
Agenda item 1

The Commission,

Having considered the items of the provisional agenda of the 52" meeting;

Having received no proposals for amendments to the Provisional Agenda;

Adopts the agenda of its fifty-second meeting as it figures in page 2 of this document.

RCME/52/CR/2 (LIl)

COMMUNICATION OF THE CHAIR
Agenda item 2

The Commission,

Having heard the Communication of H.E. Mr. Omar Saud Al Omar, Minister of State for Communications
and Information Technology Affairs, Acting Minister of Information and Culture, of the State of Kuwait, in
his capacity as a Chair of the Commission,

Having noted with interest his proposal to continue working to strengthen regional cooperation
mechanisms to draw a roadmap for the tourism industry in the Middle East aiming to maximize common
interests through policy coordination and promotion of regional tourism programmes and products, with
a focus on the importance of the human element as an effective tool for achieving tourism sustainability
in the region;

1. Shares his opinion on the importance of strengthening regional cooperation and developing
joint action within the Regional Commission for the Middle East, believing in the vital role it plays
in supporting Arab countries to face regional and international challenges in the field of tourism,
especially in light of the current geopolitical situation in the region; and

2. Commends the UN Tourism’s commitment to achieve sustainable tourism development through
its initiatives to support the recovery of Tourism, with a focus on the opportunities, challenges
and economic prospects in the context of the current situation in the region, as well as in the
advancement of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, and to enhance the
capabilities of Member States to develop innovative strategies and plans aimed at improving
tourism experiences, consolidating the sustainability of the sector, and enriching the cultural and
human experience of tourists and visitors around the world;
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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Global Vision and Regional Approach
Agenda item 3

The Commission,

Having listened to the presentation made by the UN Tourism Secretary-General on her priorities and
vision of the Organization to support Member States globally and in the Middle East in particular, in their
efforts to promote the tourism sector, guide and coordinate policies and technical assistance for tourism
recovery, security, risk and crises management, and to benefit from digital applications in innovation
and digital transformation, investments, entrepreneurship, education, employment, safety, security,
accessible tourism, social, cultural and environmental sustainability;

1.

Notes with satisfaction the four priorities of her mandate, both at a global and a regional level, namely;

e Strong foundations for clearer and more effective governance;
e Greater and more effective collaboration;

e Upskilling; and
e Sustainable Tourism

Thanks the Secretary-General for her comprehensive remarks on the priorities and vision of UN
Tourism management;

Shares her opinion on the importance of this meeting, being her first UN Tourism institutional
meeting during her tenure;

Commends the UN Tourism'’s efforts to guide and coordinate policies globally and in the Middle East;

Appreciates the Organization’s recommendations and work to support governments in developing
and accelerating recovery policies, through crisis management, mitigation and incentives;

Supports her view on the importance of education and that investing in education and jobs will
yield the highest returns for the future of tourism; and

Expresses the support of Member States to the Secretary-General in her management of the
Organization and her efforts to guide and coordinate policies globally in order to place the sector
on the political and economic agenda at the national and international levels, especially within
the framework of the United Nations system, to upgrade, resume and recover the sector, and
create decent livelihood opportunities for local communities, with a focus on promoting tourism
for sustainable development, in line with the United Nations Sustainable Development Agenda
and Goals..
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REPORT OF THE UN TOURISM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
a) Implementation of the Programme of Work in the Middle East (2025/2026)
i. Overview on UN Tourism initiatives on Innovation, Education and Investment
b) Report of the UN Tourism Director of the Regional Office for the Middle East
Agenda item 4

The Commission,

Having listened to the presentation made by the UN Tourism Executive Director, on the

implementation of the Organization’s General Programme of Work (PoW) in the Middle East within its
General PoW for 2025 - 2026;

Having listened also to the presentation made by the UN Tourism Director of Innovation, Education

and Investment on UN Tourism initiatives and activities in the field of Innovation, Education and
Investment in the Middle East region,

Having listened also to the presentation made by the Director of UN Tourism Regional Office for

the Middle East in Riyadh on the initiatives and activities of the UN Tourism Regional Office for the
Middle East in Riyadh,

1.

Adopts the reports and commends the quality of the regional activities carried out or included
in the implementation of the General PoW for the period 2025 - 2026;

Notes with satisfaction and hope that the Middle East has been a leader in the recovery
process among all regions, being the first region in the world to recover to pre-pandemic figures;

Looks forward to a continuous increase during 2026 and to a more diversity of typical visitor
groups for the region, including tourists coming for leisure, wellness, medical tourism, and MICE;

Commends UN Tourism initiatives in the areas of education, scaling up innovation and digital
transformation, which is one of the priorities of the Organization’s General PoW on international
and regional levels;

Looks forward to intensifying cooperation with regional organizations, exploring ways and
mechanisms to strengthen the investment portfolio, coordinating activities related to the
Programme of Work in the region, and exploring possibilities for cooperation with new partners
from the region;

. Commends the role of the Regional Department for the Middle East and the Regional Office for

the Middle East in Riyadh in responding to the specific needs of the Member States in the region,
supporting their focus on tourism as an important source of income, job creation and
diversification of their national economies, by supporting and implementing the Organization's
activities in the region and benefiting in particular, from the profile and size of the UN Tourism
international presence and network of partners in the Middle East;

. Invites Member States to intensify their outreach to the Regional Department for the Middle East

and to take advantage of its diverse activities in order to enhance confidence in the tourism
sector, achieve the success of tourism resumption and recovery initiatives, the creation of an
enabling environment for investment in tourism projects, and the sector's contribution to the
creation of decent employment opportunities, especially for young people, and the development
of local communities; and
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8.

Urges the Member States to participate in the international events to be held within the
framework of the Organization's General PoW during the second half of this year.

RCME/52/CR 5 (LIl)

REPORT ON THE UN TOURISM AFFILIATE MEMBERS ACTIVITIES
IN THE MIDDLE EAST - 2025/2026

Agenda item 5

The Commission,

Taking note of the report on the UN Tourism Affiliate Members activities in the Middle East for the period
2025-2026,

Having listened to the report delivered by the Director of the Affiliate Members and Public-Private

Collaboration Department and by the representative of the Board of Affiliate Members and its 1st Vice-Chair,
the representative of the UN Tourism Affiliate Member, Saudi Tourism Authority,

Having been informed of the increase of the number of Affiliate Members from the region last year;

1.

Welcomes the continued and increasingly structured integration of Affiliate Members into UN
Tourism’s agenda, reflected through their active participation in initiatives aligned with the
priorities of the Organization;

Notes with appreciation the efforts undertaken to strengthen governance and quality
engagement for Affiliate Members, which have contributed to increased satisfaction, stability and
credibility of the Affiliate Membership;

Acknowledges the positive evolution of the Affiliate Membership in the Middle East, which
currently accounts for 10% of the global Affiliate Membership, supported by a strengthened,
quality-oriented admission process;

Recommends the further integration of Affiliate Members’ expertise and engagement into UN
Tourism’s technical programmes, policy discussions and the Programme of Work 2026-2027,
to foster collaboration, innovation, concrete delivery and alignment with organizational priorities;

Welcomes the transparent, participatory, and transparent process undertaken for the elections
of the 2026-2029 Board of Affiliate Members, reinforcing sound governance and active regional
leadership within the Affiliate Membership;

Encourages the Member States to continue strengthening cooperation with the Affiliate
Members to maximize synergies, support public private collaboration, and further enhance the
contribution of the Middle East region to the objectives of UN Tourism.
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INTERVENTIONS OF MINISTERS AND HEADS OF DELEGATIONS
Agenda item 6

The Commission,

Having heard the interventions of the Ministers and Heads of Delegations on UN Tourism’s General
Programme of Work (PoW) for the period 2025-2026;

Having been informed about Member States’ priorities and future aspirations;

Having noticed with interest that there is a growing consensus among stakeholders in the field of

tourism on the need to continue adopting the flexibility of the sector with a focus on investment initiatives,
innovation, digital transformation and human capital training, as well as to supporting the sector and
enhancing its competitiveness at the regional and global levels;

1.

Thanks the Ministers and Heads of Delegations for their valuable interventions and relevant
comments on the UN Tourism PoW for the period 2025-2026, as well as on their priorities and
related national initiatives;

Looks forward to fostering cooperation with the Member States and UN Tourism Secretariat to
explore ways and means of strengthening the investment portfolio and enhancing sports tourism
in the region, as well as exploring the possibilities of intra-cooperation and with new partners, in
the region and worldwide;

Pays tribute to the proposal of many Member States on the need of continuing cooperation and
coordination, working together, and moving rapidly, fairly, and with unified efforts to support the
Tourism Sector at a national and global levels;

Encourages Member States to communicate continuously with the Regional Department for the
Middle East at UN Tourism Secretariat to coordinate on their priorities and joint projects to support
the tourism sector;

Praises the UN Tourism Secretariat for its efforts in supporting Member States and the industry
in general to continue the recovery of tourism, as well as working for a more sustainable, inclusive
and flexible sector.
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PLACE AND DATE OF THE FIFTY-THIRD MEETING
OF THE UN TOURISM COMMISSION FOR THE MIDDLE EAST
Agenda item 8

The Commission,

Having considered the candidatures submitted by the Republic of Iraq and the State of Libya to host
the fifty-third meeting of the UN Tourism Commission for the Middle East;

Recalling that in accordance with Resolution 662(XXI), the General Assembly explicitly requests
Member States wishing to host a UN Tourism meeting to provide the conditions established in the
template agreement annexed thereto; which defines the legal framework governing the holding of the
UN Tourism meetings outside the Headquarters;

Further noted that the Member States acceptance of the standard conditions laid out in the model
agreement in the Annex is a preliminary requirement for the submission of a valid candidacy to host a
General Assembly session in accordance with Resolution 750(XXIV);

Further recalling that Member States must adhere to the legal framework for the holding of UN Tourism
meetings outside the Headquarters and provide the conditions established in the abovementioned model
agreement;

Having heard the request made by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia during this meeting to host the Fifty-
third meeting of the UN Tourism Regional Commission for the Middle East;

1. Warmly thanks the Government of Libya for submitting its candidacy to host the Fifty-third
meeting and gratefully accepts this kind invitation to host its Fifty-third meeting at a date and
venue to be determined later, in coordination with the Chair and UN Tourism Secretary-General;

2. Notes with satisfaction that the State of Libya has undertaken in writing to comply with the
legal framework for hosting UN Tourism meetings outside the Headquarters and the provision of
the necessary conditions established in the abovementioned model agreement; and

3. Thanks the Republic of Iraq and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for withdrawing their
candidatures.
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VOTE OF THANKS TO
THE HOST COUNTRY AND TO THE ORGANIZATION

Having considered the various items on the agenda of its fifty-second meeting in the best possible
conditions of efficiency and comfort;

1. Expresses its utmost appreciation and thanks to the government and people of the State of
Kuwait for the warm hospitality and for the arrangements made for the holding of this meeting,

and

2. Thanks the UN Tourism Secretary-General, the team of the Regional Department for the
Middle East and other officials of the Organization for the success of the meeting and for their
continuous support to Member States.
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3- International Organizations/ 4 sl cilakiall

Organization Participants 198 Ll dadaiall
Arab Tourism | H.E. Hisham Zaazou go5e) olia [ Mo
Organization Secretary-General . . . .l
info@atoorg.org plall Gued) | Aabacdl dpgpel) daliial)
Dr. Walid E--Hennawy @l ady [ o5
Assistant Secretary- e liall alad) paaY)
General
Dr.welhennawy@atoorg.org
League Mr. Bahgat Abul Nasr il o Cngs /gl duall Jal) daals
of Arab States Director of Transport and | i )
Tourism Department Aabedly Jall Bl e
tratou.dept@las.int
bahgat.abounasr@las.int
Gulf  Cooperation | Ms. Jasem Al Budaiwi @l s [ e | Jot Oslail) Gualaa
Countries Council | Secretary-General ) T . i
Sgo@gccsg.or plel) el ) mld)
Mr. Abdallah Algarbou gsvall Al ve [ erigal
General Manager
Office of the Secretary- | 0¥ <iSe oo
General calall
Aaljarboua@gccsg.org
Mr. Fahad Almutairi Gadl 28 [36.Y)
Media Advisor for the| . =~ _
Secretary-General el Y] jliead]
fmalmutairi@gccsg.org alal

Mr. Saad Alkharashi
Economic Advisor to the
Secretary-General

DAY e [35Y)
el (sl Lindl

skharashi@gccsg.org alal
Mr. Sultan Albalawi sl Uales / M)
Chief of Protocol ) )

kdalsubaie@gqccsg.org peall Gy

4. World Tourism Organization (UN Tourism ) 4abuull 3aakal) 3.4‘2\ dalais

H.E. Ms. Shaikha Alnuwais
Secretary-General
ofsg@unwto.or

ousdll A3pd (M
alall )

Ms. Natalia Bayona
Executive Director
nbayona@untourism.int

liglls LIGL /53ty
Ll 5yl

Ms. Linh Vu Khan
Principal Advisor to the Secretary-General
Ivu@untourism.int
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Mr. Ghalib Lone
Director of Communication
ghaliblone@gmail.com

o8l e /3uad)

(Ju:\J\ 5)\.31 e

Mr. Samer Al-Kharashi
Director of the Regional Office for the Middle East
salkharashi@untourism.int

A el /3001
LY @yl oY) oSl e

Antonio Lopez de Avila
Director of Innovation, Education and Investments
alopezdeavila@untourism.int

Sl 63 gl sughail /30Y)
ol g Y-x:\hﬂb J‘-S:u\]\ Blal e

Mrs. Hanane Louzari

Technical Coordinator

Regional Department for the Middle East
hlouzari@untourism.int

G ol /535

LY @yl daaly) sylay)

Ms. Mirhane Abdel Fattah

Senior Project Specialist

Regional Department for the Middle East
mfattah@untourism.int

bl e ol /s300Y)
sl gl Lilasl
Lo g¥) (3l daalY) 5ylay)

Ms. Fadwa Radi

Senior Project Specialist

Regional Department for the Middle East
fradi@untourism.int

aly (5938 [530LY)
sl gl Lilasl
LY (3yall daaliY) 5ylay)

Mr. Kamal Bagerli
Multimedia Specialist
Communications
kbaghirli@unwto.org

Gl JuS )
Gile saladlly ey 5l

Ms. Ana Catalina Hernandes

Senior Specialist

Innovation, Education and Investments
ahernandez@untourism.int

el LGS T /536uY)
ol Asiladl
)m\jb HL_.\&\ chSIg‘zI\ b\dl

Ms. Maria Jara Catén Calderén
Conference Services Department
mjara@untourism.int

05l GsS HA Lle /5350

Gy sall land 5yla)

Ms. Paula de Blas Gonzalez

Senior Education Specialist
Innovation, Education and Investments
pdeblas@untourism.int

ol 53 Vsl /a3y
sl a3 Ailas)
Dl ﬁhﬂ\ oyl 5yla)

Mr. Javier Gonzalez-Lliberds Vilarrasa
Senior Project Specialist

Innovation, Education, Investments
jgonzalez@untourism.int
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Ms. Lara Kabbara
Regional Office in Riyadh
lkabbara@untourism.int
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